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Is the newsletter published by the 

KKoosshhlloonngg  LLaakkee  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn,,  
Haliburton, Ontario. 

 
This publication is distributed annually to all members of the KLA, 

other “Friends of the Lake”,  financial supporters and 
various other interested parties. 

 
Karen Beaudoin    Barb Holland 

Editor-in-Chief   Assistant Editor 
 

 

2007-2008 KLA Executive 
Board of Directors Contact Information 

 
GENERAL MAILBOX:  koshlonglake@gmail.com 

 
  Home Phone Cottage  E-mail 
Karen Beaudoin: 705-357-3381 457-2925  karen.beaudoin@gmail.com  
(President & Wavelength Editor) 
Dennis Choptiany: 905-209-9435   457-2853  dmchoptiany@sympatico.ca 
(Past-President) 
Ann Gordon: 705-457-9988 457-9988  agordonrecapp@aol.com 
(Vice-President) 
Barb Allan:  905-713-3030 457-2995  ballan@aci.on.ca  
(Treasurer) 
Barb Holland:  905-471-4455 457-1201  bholland@sympatico.ca 
(Secretary & Assistant Editor) 
Terry Corbett:  416-421-0856 457-1167                  info@northernstoneworks.com 
(Lake Steward) 
Karin Harrison: 705-639-2805 457-5014 (May-Oct) harcobtr1026@sympatico.ca 
Nick Mensink: 905-726-8240 457-9427  mensink@allstream.net  
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Don’t forget to check us out at our ������������ ����home  

~ www.koshlonglake.ca ~  

for the full colour version of ���������	���������	���������	���������	 ����
and lots of other great information and updates! 
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The Koshlong Lake Association has been in 
existence since 1963 and currently has an active 
membership of 200+ families consisting of both 
seasonal and permanent residents on the lake. We 
are a volunteer organization representing the 
interests and well being of our members regarding 
political, social and environmental concerns. 
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Important Phone Numbers 
Call 9-1-1 for ALL situations requiring IMMEDIATE r esponse 

by emergency services i.e. police, fire, or ambulance  
For non-emergency, non-life threatening situations (such as 
reporting break-ins, theft/vandalism, general questions etc.)  

please contact… 
Emergency Personnel Phone Numbers 
��������	��
� � ���������� ����� �������������� �
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Saturday, June 21st   
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Coffee, Juice, Fruit and Muffins Provided  
Courtesy of Camp Wanakita 

 
Agenda: 
 
10:00 - Opening Comments 
10:05 - Treasurer’s Report 
10:10 - Secretary’s Report 
10:15 - Lake Steward’s Report 
10:20 - Camp Wanakita Report 
10:30 - Board Business 
      - Donations 
      - Membership Draw 
      - Election of Board of Directors   
11:00 - Any Other Related Business 
11:15 - �����������	  ��������	
���������
����������
������	��������������������� �

(See website for further details) 
 

12:00 - Adjournment 

7th Annual  
Rock Bass Tournament 
August 9th @ 5:00 pm  

(bring your catch to Umbrella Island)  
 
 

~ WANAKITA FUN DAY ~ 
July 26th   

1:30pm – 4:30pm 
(Wanakita East Beach) 

Join us for an afternoon of fun 
 for all ages on the beach! 

BEACH VOLLEYBALL 
TOURNAMENT   

@ 3:00pm (with TEAMS OF 4) 

 

Fireworks Display 

Saturday, June 28th @ 9:45pm  
����������		
���	

��

�

&����	����$�������
�  Please keep all boats at least 100 metres 

upwind from the display area! 
�  For your safety, all watercraft must have 

appropriate lighting visible after dusk. 
�  Watch for the GO (Green Flag) or 

NO GO (Red Flag) to be displayed on 
Umbrella Island approx. 2-3 hours prior to 
dusk. 

�  The end of the fireworks will be marked by 
the sounding of an AIRHORN. 
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AGM – June 21st    
@ 10:00am ‘til Noon 

(Wanakita East New Dining Hall) 
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President’s Message 
By Karen Beaudoin  

 
 

Each time I sit down to write this message I can’t help but be 
reminded just how fortunate we all are to be able to enjoy the 
wonders of each and every season that yet another year on 
Koshlong brings.  Perhaps you prefer the splendour of the fall 
colours or the pristine white of the lake in the winter and all 
that those seasons have to offer. Maybe you are one of the 
growing numbers who now call Koshlong “home” on a year-
round or near year-round basis! You may be young or young 
at heart; a new or long-time property owner, or simply a 
“Friend of the Lake” – either way there is something 
wonderful about this lake that captivates the hearts of all those 
who are fortunate enough to spend time on it as either a 
resident, cottager or visitor.  And so, it is precisely for this 
reason that we have chosen to begin the process of developing 
a Lake Plan for Koshlong.  Through this exercise we hope to 
capture the essence of what makes our lake so special and to 
lay the groundwork for how we envision it in the future – both 
short and long term.   

 
The purpose of lake planning is to provide our local property 
owners and stakeholders with the opportunity to recognize and 
protect the unique characters of our lake, including 
environmental and social values, and to set common 
sustainable objectives and to recommend approaches which 
ensure long-term protection, maintenance and restoration of 
natural, social and/or physical features of Koshlong.  The Lake 
Plan isn’t about a few select association members or KLA 
board members sitting down to assemble this document but 
rather the comments, wishes and desires of all our members 
and those that we interact with as an association. What will the 
future hold for Koshlong…..only time will tell but in the 
meantime you can read more about this exciting process on 
pg. 14.  Please come out to the AGM on June 21st to learn 
more about Lake Planning or speak to Dennis Choptiany or 
myself about it. 

 
Wavelength 2007-2008 contains plenty of interesting 
information, apart from the usual minutes of the last AGM and 
financial statements or member contact information.  Some of 
you will have already noted that the TSW Panel presented 
their report “It’s all About the Water” to the Federal 
Government including 24 recommendations. While the 
Environment Minister’s response has been favourable to date 
with a recently announced investment of $63 million over the 
next five years in capital improvements to the TSW, it is far 
less than the $21 million per year that was requested in the 
Report.  Read more about this on pg. 9 while on pg. 23 you 
can read about the history and early beginnings of Camp 

Lagakelo on Koshlong some 
70 years ago.  As well, we 
thank our many corporate sponsors who again have so 
generously helped us to fund the production and distribution 
of this years Wavelength. 
 
This year, in response to the creation of EARTH HOUR which 
was held earlier this year, we’ve decided to create our own 
KOSHLONG EARTH HOUR which will be held Saturday, 
August 16th from 10:00 – 11:00 pm at which time we ask that 
all residents on the lake turn off ALL powered lights! Light a 
bon-fire, grab a comfortable seat and watch the stars after you 
turn out the lights.  
 
With the assistance of Stephen Foster and others we’ve been 
able to develop a customized map of our lake which is 
laminated and ready to hang.  The full colour map shows both 
land contours  and water depths as well as clearly 
indicatindicating the location of all over-night campsites and 
KLA Fire Boxes. Copies of these maps are available free of 
charge to all KLA members upon request.  Unfortunately, they 
were not available for distribution along with Wavelength 
however, we do expect them to be ready for the AGM on June 
21st or by contacting either Dennis Choptiany or myself so 
don’t forget to get your copy.   

 
I suppose now more than ever and in the coming few years, 
we’re going to need your input and support in order to 
accomplish the tasks set before.  Apart from completion of the 
lake plan survey, which you will be receiving in the coming 
weeks (please make sure your email client is enabled to accept 
mail from koshlonglake@gmail.com and to unblock any spam 
filters for that address to ensure that you receive your survey) 
If you don’t have an email address we’ll make sure to get a 
paper copy to you which you may complete and return to us.  
Opportunities to get involved exist for both young and old at 
all levels - be they on the Board, Activity/Social Groups ie 
Fireworks, Fun Day, Rock Bass Tournament or Environmental 
Groups ie water sampling, vegetation and wildlife surveying 
etc.   Either way, I urge you to get involved in your 
assosciation by whatever means you have available to you for 
as little or as much time as you can offer.   
 
Make this year on Koshlong another great one. Please don’t 
forget to let either myself or any of the other Directors know 
if you have any ideas or concerns. With your help, we can 
make it even better!  
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A Word from YMCA Wanakita  
By Steve Heming 

�
Hello Neighbours from all of us at YMCA Wanakita. 
First things first. I hope all is well with you and yours 
in 2008. For YMCA Wanakita, we are very excited to 
be officially celebrating our 55th Anniversary. We will 
be hosting a Reunion event at Wanakita, September 19-
21 for all of our alumni campers, staff and friends. All 
our welcome! 
 
So far, 2008 is going as planned. Winter in Haliburton 
was amazing as we all know. For our cross country 
skiing and snowshoeing programs, we couldn’t have 
asked for more. I have spent 30 straight winters on 
Koshlong and along with a couple of big winters in the 
early years, this by far was the most snow we have had 
(that’s what the real locals have said as well). 
 
As I write this article in early May, we have just 
completed our annual work weekend to help get us 
going for the next six months. We have also had our 
first spring school groups in and our first training 
sessions for our 180 summer staff who will be arriving 
June 20th. 
 
Summer Resident Kids Camp and Family Camp are 
pretty well full. Day Camp registration continues all the 
way through July. If you have kids 5 to 13 and are 
interested in Day camp, just contact our camp office.  
Swim lessons are also available and again, contact our 
camp office. 
 
The big project this year for Wanakita is not glamorous 
but is a necessary one to help keep the Wanakita 
infrastructure strong well into the future. Yes, it’s all 
about Waste Management. As our size and scope has 
changed over the last 5 years, we have continued to 
work closely with the Ministry of Environment and the 
local municipalities to ensure our main waste treatment 
systems our up to snuff. The upgrades will be taking us 
deep into the 6 figures but money well spent. The 
project (at this point), will take place over the next few 
months so just a note to look out for the big trucks 
going back and forth on Koshlong Lake Road. 

Other exciting news is that Wanakita is receiving a 
donation of three 25 ft. Replica Voyageur North 
Canoes. You can fit 10 campers in at a time so, lots of 
fun! 
 
Speaking of donations, thank you! The donation of 
$500 from Koshlong Lake Association will certainly go 
towards upgrading the campsites on the lake. We hope 
to improve latrine, tent site and food preparation areas 
with a focus on ensuring environmental practices are in 
place. And by the way, thanks to those that have given 
to our YMCA Strong Kids annual campaign to help 
kids have a YMCA Wanakita camp experience. Your 
contribution means the world to these kids! 
 
As always, YMCA Wanakita looks forward to being 
the host site for the AGM and the Koshlong Lake Fun 
Day. I look forward to seeing many of you there. 
 
You can check out our web site for all other Wanakita 
news and events. 
 
Here’s wishing a safe, sunny and fun spring, summer 
and fall to all!  

 
Steve Heming 
General Manager 
YMCA Wanakita 

 
For details on all of the above and more, 

check out the Wanakita Web site  
(www.ymca-wanakita.on.ca) 

Tab over to the new weekly update page or contact 
or visit the camp office. 

www.ymca-wanakita.on.ca..... 
info@ymca-wanakita.on.ca 

Phone: (705) 457-2132 or 1 (800) 387-5081 
1883 Koshlong Lake Road, RR#2 

Haliburton, Ontario, K0M 1S0
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PLEASE REMEMBER … to keep your hydro lines clear of any underbrush. Help prevent unnecessary 
power outages and hazards around your property: have qualified contractors trim or remove vegetation 
and tree limbs that could interfere with your power lines. Hydro One Networks routinely clears the 
vegetation along many of its area high-voltage "primary" lines — the main power lines that 
supply electricity to your property. However, if you own your own primary line, please 
remember that you are responsible for maintenance and vegetation control. You are also 
responsible for controlling vegetation along any "secondary" lines that run between the 
transformer and your premises or equipment.  

������ � �����	��
���
��������� �
Do you, your kids, grandkids or friends have an interesting story or picture(s) 

you’d like to share with fellow cottagers about life at the lake?  
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karen.beaudoin@gmail.com    ��    bholland@sympatico.ca 
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Directions to 

Wanakita East Dining Hall:  KLA 20087 AGM 
 To be held June 21, 2008 from 10:00 am until Noon: 

 
By Road...travel Koshlong Lake Road to the gates of Wanakita (#1883). Turn in and follow the Koshlong 
AGM Meeting signs to the East side of Wanakita. Park and meet in East's Maple Leaf Foods Leadership Edge 
Dining Hall. 
 

By Boat...travel to the north, north east corner of the lake. Barrister's Bay is just to the east of the Wanakita 
East site. The Vaughan Cottage is just to the west of the Wanakita east site. The Koshlong Lake Road public 
landing is at the far west side of the Wanakita shoreline.   
 

NOTE: There are sandy shores at Wanakita East so you can come right up and either beach your boats or 
dock them (although there’s limited dock space so get there early if you plan to travel by boat!). You may need 
to do some wading in shallow water so be prepared. The Dining Hall is a short 2 minute walk from the shore. 
  

Juice, coffee, muffins, fruit will be served by the camp. 
SEE YOU THERE! 
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Contact:   Adam Barkovitz - Forestry Conservation Enforcement Officer 

Address: P.O. Box 399, Minden ON, K0M 2K0 
Phone:  705-286-1333 

Fax:  705-286-4829 
Email:  abarkovitz@county.haliburton.on.ca 

�
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ALL  Paid-Up Koshlong Lake Association members  

in attendance at this year’s AGM to be held on  

Saturday, June 21st
  

are eligible to WIN one of several  
GREAT DOOR PRIZES!  

Please note that your 2008-2009 membership dues must either have been received 
by mail or paid on-site during the Annual General Meeting in order to be eligible 
for the draw to be held during the AGM. 
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You Spoke – We Listened! So we are again pleased to offer our new designs 
for KLA Custom Wear again this year with the custom Koshlong Lake logo in 
great new colours!  
 

T-Shirts (Grey or Navy Screened) 
Children’s    $12 
Adult     $15 

Sweatshirt Hoodies (Black or Grey embroidered)  $30 
Fleece (Black w/Gold embroidered) 

Jackets     $35 
Blankets    $10 
Jacket/Blanket Combo   $40 

KLA Acrylic Mugs (suitable for both hot / cold use)   $5 
 
As before, these prices continue to be very reasonable while still allowing the 
Association to cover their costs and raise a bit of cash for other KLA purposes. 
All items will be available from May through to October from Karin Harrison 
(just phone 705-457-4852 and ask for Karin or Bob) 

 
Pick up one of our NEW STYLE great-looking garments 

 i.e. t-shirts, hoodies or fleece jackets/ blankets  
–you and your guests will be the envy of all of Haliburton! 

 

NNNOOOTTTEEE:::      KLA Jackets, Sweatshirts, T-shirts and Glasses will  
all be available for sale this year at the  

AGM & FUN DAY!  
Don’t forget to look for them! 

Haliburton Store
225 Highland Steet
705-457-1402 

� � � � � � � � � � 	 
 
 � � �

� � � � � �� � � � �	

Semi $ 21.97 
Reg. $ 27.99 

& 
Solid $ 24.97  
Reg. $ 29.99 

�� �� ���� �� �� ���� �� �� �� ���� 		 �� �� �� �� �� ��
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AAnn  II mmppoorr ttaanntt  RReemmiinnddeerr ::   
 
Please remember that ALL 
Island and Camp Sites without 
TREASURE BOX facilities 
are intended for “DAY USE 
ONLY” and therefore 
OVERNIGHT camping on 
such sites is STRICTLY 
PROHIBITED . Should you 
have any concerns about this 
matter or noise issues on the 
lake, please contact the local 
offices of either the MNR or 
OPP.  
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Trent-Severn Waterway Study   - by Dennis  
by Dennis Choptiany 

 
 
 
 
On May 12th, 2006 Parliament passed a motion 
to “evaluate the future of the Trent-Severn 
Waterway (TSW)”. Later that year, the 
government commissioned a study to look at the 
past, present a future of water management in the 
TSW and in May 2007 a TSW Panel was 
appointed to conduct a full evaluation of the 
waterway. 
 
The Panel did an exhaustive study, including 
talking to more than 1,000 concerned citizens, 
holding 30 public meeting, and reading 225 
formal submissions – including one from the 
KLA. A copy of our submission is available on 
our web site. 
 
Well, the Panel’s Report, entitled ‘It’s All About 
the Water’, has been presented to the Federal 
Minister of the Environment. The Report made 
24 recommendations, and so far the Minister’s 
response has been favourable and he has 
announced an investment of $63 million over the 
next five years in capital improvements to the 
TSW. However, this is far less than the $21 
million per year that was requested in the Report.  
 
There is a lot of information in the Report, far 
too much to state in this article. It is well 
reasoned and an easy read. Some of the 
interesting information found in the report is 
quoted below: 
 
“The waterway is an engineering marvel that has 
44 locks including the world’s tallest hydraulic 
lift lock, a marine railway and approximately 

160 dams 
and water 

control 
structures. 
Forty-one 
reservoir 

lakes in the 
Haliburton 
Highlands 

provide 
supplementary 
water to ensure 
that navigation 
levels are 
maintained. 
(NOTE - Koshlong 
is one of the 
reservoir lakes.) 
 
It is, geographically, Canada’s largest national 
historic site with more physical assets than any 
other. It serves a regional population numbering 
many millions and supports the economies of 
more than 100 communities throughout its 
18,000 square kilometres of watershed. 
 
Parks Canada estimates that the replacement 
value of assets on the waterway is $1.4 billion. 
 
Few, if any, of Parks Canada’s national historic 
sites rival the Trent-Severn Waterway for the 
number, diversity and geographic distribution of 
the historic resources that make up its story.” 
 
Contrary to common understanding, boating and 
traditional tourism are not the most important 
economic drivers on the waterway. Waterfront 
homeowners and cottagers have the biggest 
economic influence, and by a large margin. The 
almost 50,000 residences along the waterway and 
16,500 more on the Haliburton reservoir lakes 
generate from $650 million to $900 million each 
year in economic activity and contribute close to 
$300 million in municipal property taxes. A full 
copy of the report is available on the Panel’s web 
site at http://www.tswpanel.ca/. 
 
As an aside, it is disappointing that little was said 
about the impact of our fluctuating water levels, and 
no mention of our request to extend the date when the 
final log is removed from the dam. In fact, more 
influence seems to have been placed on the cultural 
and heritage aspect of the watershed, but at least we 
tried to enlighten them! 
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Bear Wise…..   - by Dennis  
Reprinted from Ontario Ministry of Natural Resource Website 

Every encounter with a black bear is unique. The 
following information is what experts recommend 
you do however, there is no guarantee that what 
works in one instance will work in another. 

Black Bear safety basics: 

·  Never approach the bear to get a better look 
·  Do not attempt to feed a bear 
·  Anticipate and avoid encounters 
·  Know what to do if you encounter a bear 
·  Learn about bears and their behaviour 
·  When outdoors, supervise children and never leave 

pets unattended 

If you spot a black bear:  

·  Stay calm. Often the bear is simply passing through 
·  Do not run away. Walk towards a building or vehicle 

and get inside 
·  If you have children and pets, bring them inside too 
·  Once indoors, observe the bear. Did it move on or did 

it stay on your property? If the bear stayed, what was 
it doing or eating? 

·  Encourage the bear to leave. Bang pots and pans, or 
blow an air horn or whistle. The more stressful a 
bear’s encounter with you, the less likely it is to come 
back 

·  If the bear got food (like garbage or bird food), or if 
the bear tried to get food, you will need to remove or 
control the item that attracted the bear 

·  Once the bear leaves, remove the attractant and 
assess your property for other possible attractants like 
garbage; dirty barbecue; bird or pet food or fruit or 
berries from your trees or bushes 

·  It is possible for a bear to return even though you 
removed the attractant. Bears do return to places 
where they have found food. Once the bear does not 
get food, it will move on 

·  If you have done everything you can to remove 
attractants, and the bear persists, call 1-866-514-2327 

·  If a bear is damaging your property, breaking into 
your home or threatening your personal safety or that 
of others, call 911 or your local police 

·  Alert your neighbours about bear activity, and work 
together to keep your neighbourhood free from items 
that attract bears 
 

·  Work 
with 
your 
municipality to solve problems before they 
happen 

·  If a bear is in a tree, leave it alone. Remove 
people and dogs from the area. The bear will 
usually come down and leave when it feels safe 

NOTE:  If you have shot a bear in defense of your 
property, you are required by law to immediately 
report it to your local Ministry of Natural Resources 
office either in person or by telephone. This 
requirement applies whether you intend to keep the 
bear or not. Failure to do so is a violation of the Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Act.  

Some things to 
remember about 
Ontario’s black bears:  

·  When food crops fail, the potential for human-
bear conflicts increases as bears search for 
alternate food sources  

·  Bears lose their natural fear of humans through 
repeated exposure to people in areas where food is 
intentionally or unintentionally provided. In such 
cases, conflict with humans is inevitable. Bears 
may even become destructive or dangerous  

·  Such bears are often destroyed because they have 
become “nuisances” or are perceived as a threat to 
human safety. They also have a greater risk of 
getting injured or killed in collisions with 
vehicles. That is why you should never 
intentionally feed bears or place food to attract 
other wildlife (including birds) to your yard for 
viewing 

·  Bears quickly learn to associate human residences 
and campsites with a readily available food 
source. In fact, most bear problems occur as the 
result of improperly stored household garbage 

·  Bears are also attracted to pet food that is left 
outdoors, bird feeders, grease and food residue 
left on barbecue grills, composters, fruit trees, 
sweet corn and grain fields   

·  Garbage dumps provide a concentration of readily 
available food that often attracts bears. Bears that 
feed on garbage in landfills risk physical injury. 
They also become conditioned to eating garbage 
at landfills



  

- - 11 - - 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ministry of Natural Resources website has a wealth of interesting information on bears  
as well as many other topics of interest. Check it out @ http://bears.mnr.gov.on.ca/ 

 
Editor’s Note:  The summer of 2007 saw a record number of reported black bear sightings and nuisance bear reports on and 
about Koshlong Lake as well as many other rural (and some not so rural) areas in Ontario.  With the past winters’ extended 

snow and cold temperatures, the potential for trouble with bears is again a concern.  All members are urged to follow the 
Ministry guidelines outlined above and to use caution at all times.  

 

TO REPORT A BEAR PROBLEM:   
please contact the  

����������	
���

�������������	
���

�������������	
���

�������������	
���

���� ���
1-866-514-BEAR (2327)  

or 
(TTY) 705 945-7641  

IN AN EMERGENCY: always contact your local police force or dial 911 

Black bears live mostly in forested areas where they are best able to find food, winter den sites and 
refuge. With human activity, development and population increasing in what we often call "bear 

country" or "cottage country" so too are the possibilities for people to see or encounter bears. 
Knowing what to do if you see a bear on your property is being Bear Wise.  Bears are highly 

intelligent. They easily learn where food sources can be found and use their keen sense of smell to 
seek them out. Bears will travel more than 100 kilometres to a known food source like a berry patch 

or a stand of beech trees and they will return to these same locations year after year. Bears are 
always looking for new food sources, including your garbage or the contents of your cooler. Once 
they determine that food can be found at your house or campsite, they will revisit again and again. 



  

- - 12 - - 
  



  

- - 13 - - 
  

 
Subject to the KLA Donation Policy (as approved by the general membership at the 2005 AGM) the following submission 
has been received by the KLA and will be subject to ratification by the membership at this year’s AGM: 
 

1. KLA to donate a sum of $500 to Wanakita for the purpose of rebuilding and updating the 
presence of camp site “treasure boxes” on the lake. This money will be used by Wanakita to 
purchase additional materials specifically for this purpose with all labour to be provided by the 
camp.  

 
We both welcome and appreciate the opportunity to work together with YMCA Wanakita in supporting the 
betterment of the lake. This donation proposal will be subject to approval at the upcoming AGM on June 21st, 
2008. Should you have any questions on either matter please contact us at koshlonglake@gmail.com or plan to 
attend the upcoming AGM.  

Please remember for future years that:  
All “Request for Consideration of Donation” submissions must be received  

in writing by the Treasurer no less than 60 days prior to the AGM. 
 

The Water Quality Report  
by Terry Corbett (Lake Steward) 
�

 
We are quite fortunate to have a lake that is in such good shape, and it continues to be a beautiful lake.  
The pressure of more people and cottages is taking its toll, as civilization continues to encroach on nature. 
 
Our water clarity is decreasing, although it’s hardly noticeable on year-to-year basis. Looking at it from a 
longer perspective, it is more noticeable and I am certain it will continue to slowly decline. This is 
concerning.  
 
The same would apply to all the other things that you don’t notice.  Invasive species will eventually get to 
our lake. They may be here now, only we haven’t found them yet.  The garbage fish that people dump 
from their bait boxes… some will survive.   Whatever is attached to the bottom of visiting boats (that 
people fail to clean off) ….. some will survive. 
 
We continue to encourage you to clean off the bottom of your boats when launching,    don’t dump unused 
bait in the lake, try to use less or no fertilizer on that lawn and use eco-friendly detergent. We want to keep 
this lake beautiful for many more years. 
 
We continue to participate in programs with the Ministry of the Environment, and OFAH, and ask each 
and everyone who ventures out past our shores to continue to respect our wonderful lake. Complete 
information on the clarity and phosphorous level of Koshlong and other lakes in Ontario can be found at 
the following web site at the Ministry of the Environment:  
 

http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/envision/water/lake_partner/index.htm 
 

The Lake Partner Program at the MOE may be reached at 1-800-470-8322 
 or by email lake partner@ene.gov.on.ca. 
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A Lake Plan for Koshlong!  By Dennis Choptiany 
 

(705) 457-2087
(705) 457 9532 FAX

1014 Peninsula Rd., Box 990
Haliburton, ON K0M 1S0

Laurie M. Brown D.V.M.
Nikolai Davis D.V.M.

HALIBURTON VETERINARY 
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

 
If you’ve been reading the news 
recently, you will already know 
that more and more lakes 
associations are starting to 
develop a lake plan for their 
community. Well, we are not an 
exception. This year the KLA, 
along with your help and 
guidance, will start the process of 
developing a Koshlong Lake Plan. 
 
This is not a trivial exercise, as it 
will take a group of dedicated 
people working for 2-3 years to 
complete. Nor is it a ‘feel good’ 
endeavour, as it is important and 
long lasting. 
 
But exactly what is lake 
planning and what is a Lake 
Plan? 
 
Lake planning is an initiative, 
much like strategic planning that 
most companies undertake. It is 
something that involves the whole 
lake community. It is a way of 
deciding what we want the lake 
environment to look like in 10, 20 
and 50 years. It also looks at the 
lake community and charts goals 
as to what the community would 
like to become in the future. In 
doing so, it tries to record our 
history, since it is difficult to 
know where we want to be 
without considering from where 
we have come. 
 
Lake planning is something that 
should not and cannot be done in 

isolation. It must not only involve 
the lake community, but also those 
organizations that have a direct 
impact on the lake and the lake 
community. Input and co-operation 
must be obtained from the 
municipal and provincial bodies 
that interact with our community 
from either an operational or a 
regulatory perspective. Without 
their involvement, and co-
operation, the plan will fail. 
 
The initial step in preparing a lake 
plan is to canvass the lake 
community and find out what 
people want. To this end we are 
preparing a survey so that we can 
see what goals, ideas and peeves 
must be considered in determining 
our future.  Is there consensus on 
how the lake should look 
environmentally? Do we want a 
cottage community, or should we 
perhaps welcome fractional time-
sharing development? Is there room 
for commercial initiatives or should 
the lake environment be as peaceful 
and natural as possible? Should the 
lake community grow, or kept at its 
present level? Will the lake be a 
great place for full-time residents or 
remain primarily a cottage 
community? What should be done 
to retain the current wildlife and 
maintain a healthy environment? 
These are just a few of the 
questions BUT we cannot answer 
these questions without your 
input . This survey and your 

participation are vital to the 
development of our Lake Plan. 
 
In order to minimize costs, the 
Internet will become the primary 
means of interacting with all 
members of the Koshlong 
community for the purpose of this 
survey. We will be using a 
combination of emails, our 
Koshlong web site and a service 
called Survey Monkey in order to 
get your ideas and feedback, in a 
timely fashion. At least one survey 
will be posted on Survey Monkey.  
It is important that as many people 
as possible participate in this 
exercise. If anyone does not have 
access to the Internet, then they are 
asked to contact Dennis Choptiany 
(see Directors page on inside cover 
for contact information) and request 
that any correspondence and surveys 
be conducted using, snail mail (i.e. 
Canada Post). 
 
This will be an important exercise of 
discovery.  At this time, no one 
knows for sure how it will turn out; 
but stay tuned, as it will be an 
interesting ride for all of us! 
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Property Assessment! 
By Dennis Choptiany (May 2008) 

 
 
 
 
 
In 2006, the Ontario 
Ombudsman reported that the 
MPAC assessments were 
flawed and the government 
responded by imposing a 2-
year freeze on assessment 
increases. After that, 
assessments would be done 
every four years... so the next 
one is scheduled for 2011. 
However, MPAC continued to 
inspect properties. Any 
property owner, whose 
assessment information 
changed since the 2005 
update, was sent an updated 
Notice. If you did not receive 
a Notice last fall, then your 
assessment should be the 
same as it was in 2005. 
 
Well, that freeze is merely a 
band-aid solution and in 2011 
the band-aid will come off. 
Since there was no real 
medication, to address the 
MPAC problems, the wound 
is still festering, and you can 
probably imagine that after 6 
years it could be worse than 
ever. 
 
In an effort to determine the 
impact, WRAFT had 
commissioned the real estate 
firm, Cushman & Wakefield 
LePage to project the 
potential effects of the 
upcoming assessment in two 
areas – Toronto and 

Muskoka/Haliburton, between 
2004 and 2007. 
 
The highlights of that report are: 

1. In Toronto, on average there are 
significantly higher value 
increases in the inner city than in 
the outer city. 

2. Toronto median sales prices 
increased by 24%. The 
comparison of individual selling 
prices with their assessments 
clearly illustrates huge variances 
from one property to another, and 
they exceed assessments by a 
range of 102% to -5%.  

3. Muskoka/Haliburton waterfront 
properties, there is an even wider 
disparity between individual sales 
prices and assessments, with 
excesses ranging from 154% to -
1%.  

4. Muskoka/Haliburton, the median 
selling prices for waterfront 
property increased at a rate of 
47%, whereas the median selling 
price for those off-water increased 
by 18%.  

 
Clearly there were significant 
differences between the actual 
selling price (what your property is 
really worth) and the assessed 
values (what MPAC says it is 
worth). Also, in only 3 years, 
waterfront values increased at a 
rate 2 ½ times that of other 
residential properties. 
 
Therefore, waterfront property 
owners will eventually be asked to 

bear a greater share of taxes. 
The full report (and a lot of 
additional information) can be 
read on the WRAFT web site: 
WWW.WRAFT.COM and 
the CAPTR site 
WWW.CAPTR.ORG . 
 
WRAFT has presented a well-
reasoned alternative to the 
current property assessment 
system. Details are available 
on both web sites. It urges all 
property owners, particularly 
those on waterfront lots, to 
support that alternative by 
signing their electronic 
petition (at either web site). 
That petition will be taken to 
the provincial government 
later this year. Also, be 
prepared to challenge your 
next property assessment 
increase. 
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Open Pit Mining in Cottage Country  
By Dennis Choptiany  

                                                      
 
No doubt you have read or heard about the proposed 
open pit mining of uranium in Haliburton County – 
specifically around Tory Hill. You may also know 
that the councils of both Highlands East and Dysart 
have taken a stand against this proposal.  
 
At this time KLA Directors have not established a 
definitive position on the issue, but will do so after 
raising the question at the coming AGM.  So, if you 
feel strongly about the proposal, then please attend 
the meeting or contact a director and make your 
position known. 
 
The issues are many and varied. But they really 
center around two points, namely the appropriateness 
of open pit mines in cottage country, and the present 
and future impact on the environment.   
 
However, the most troubling aspect is the issue of 
mining legislation in Ontario, particularly the rights 
(or perhaps more specifically the lack of rights) of 
property owners. The following statement is taken 
directly from the Ontario government web site:  
http://www.mndm.gov.on.ca/MNDM/MINES/LAND
S/bulbrd/surface_rights/mrvssre.pdf 
 
 
 
 

Mineral 
Rights and 
other Land 

Rights 
 
There are parcels of land in Ontario where land 
owners may own the surface of the land but not the 
mining rights, on or below their land. Land owners 
should also be aware that they may not own the trees 
on their land and the details of ownership are 
registered in title documents at the local Land 
Registry Office. Each land sale is unique and 
potential buyers should ensure they have a clear 
understanding of the rights in the land they are 
purchasing. 
 
So there you have it. We may own the buildings, the 
septic system, the driveway, the flowers and weeds - 
but little else. 
 
As we learn more about these issues, we will post that 
information on our KLA web site. If you are 
concerned about your own property rights then we 
urge you to get more informed about your specific lot 
by visiting the Land Registry Office in Minden and 
look at the original deed for your property and any 
associated Letters Patent. Only then will you have a 
clear idea of your rights. 
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and we now know the origin of Koshlong Blonde?? 
 

You may recall having seen this 
picture shown below in 

Wavelength 2007 asking if 
anyone knew the origin of a 

“Koshlong Blonde” brewed in 
Australia by the award winning 
microbrewery Northern Rivers 

Brewing Co.  
Well! We’re happy to report that 

we now know… 

 
 

Well, we received this 
explanation by email shortly 

after Wavelength 2007 had been 
mailed out to our members last 

year… 
 

“I was really shocked to 
see Koshlong Blonde in the 
Wavelength and would love to 
know how you heard about it....We 
have been on Koshlong for almost 
55 years ... Cavell cottage in 
Dysart....My son Kevin and his 
wife Andrea (a British girl) moved 
to Australia a few years ago and 
have always been interested in 

micro brewing so started 
a Northern Rivers Brewing 
Company in Alstonville (near 
Byron Bay) Australia in October 
2005.  
  
The labels were designed by 
Andrea and were based on wildlife 
(they have a special fondness for 
sea life and wanted them to be 
apart of their "family history” and 
where they have come from...Kevin 
has always said his fondest 
memories of his childhood and 
early adult life were of the time he 
spent at Grandma and Grandpa 
Cavell's cottage with all of his 
cousins, aunts, uncles and always 
several dogs.  The loon and 
its calls are always a huge part of 
these memories for all of us.  
Hence the loon on the label and 
name..Koshlong....  
 
Very, Very Sadly the Aussies just 
didn't "get" the word Koshlong and 
the label is now Blonde Ale but the 
loon remains on the label... I would 
like to say that that beer won a 
Silver medal in an international 
competition in April and two others 
of their beers have won medals in 
competitions (one was named the 
best beer in Australia in September 
2006...needless they were very 
pleased after only being up and 
running for 10 months.) 
I would really love to know how 
this was discovered by whoever put 
it in the Wavelength.   As I was 

speaking to Kevin tonight on the 
internet (gotta love modern 
technology!) he received an email 
from someone on the lake looking 
for a t-shirt!!!  He was 
thrilled...not sure what he is going 
to do about the shirt though as the 
label if different but he said he was 
going to see about getting some of 
the old ones printed again!!  He 
hopes to be able to help him out. 
 
Yours  
Janet Rowland (Cavell) 

 
 
 

(Above: Kevin & Andrea with one 
of their growing number award 

winning products!) 
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NOTICE OF PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE  
KOSHLONG LAKE ASSOCIATION CONSTITUTION 
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ARTICLE X:     CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS   
·  Amendments to the Constitution of the Organization may be proposed at any Annual General Meeting or 

Special Meeting of the Organization, provided that notice of the proposed amendment and wording 
thereof is included in the notice of the meeting.  
 

·  In order to be passed, an amendment to the Constitution must receive a two-thirds majority of the votes 
cast.  
 

·  Constitutional amendments may be proposed by the Board of Directors, or by any two (2) members of 
the Organization, provided that the notice of the wording of the proposed amendment is given to the 
President or Secretary by the proposers at least sixty (60) days before the meeting at which it is to be 
considered.  
 

·  Any registered member of the Organization is entitled to receive a copy of this Constitution from the 
Secretary. 

Shown below is the current wording of the constitution:  
ARTICLE V:       OFFICERS 

8.         A director may not hold a specific Officer position for more than three consecutive terms.

Shown below is the proposed amendment of the constitution:  
ARTICLE V:       OFFICERS 

8.         A director may not hold a specific Officer position for a period of more than five consecutive terms. 
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Can you read these sentences correctly the first time? 
 

·  The bandage was wound around the wound. 
·  The farm was used to produce produce. 
·  The dump was so full that it had to refuse more 

refuse. 
·  We must polish the Polish furniture. 
·  He could lead if he would get the lead out. 
·  The soldier decided to desert his dessert in the 

desert. 
·  Since there is no time like the present, he 

thought it was time to present the present. 
·  A bass was painted on the head of the bass 

drum. 
·  When shot at, the dove dove into the bushes. 
·  I did not object to the object. 
·  The insurance was invalid for the invalid. 
·  There was a row among the oarsmen about how 

to row. 
·  They were too close to the door to close it. 
·  The buck does funny things when the does are 

present. 
·  A seamstress and a sewer fell down into a 

sewer line. 
·  To help with planting, the farmer taught his 

sow to sow. 
·  The wind was too strong to wind the sail. 
·  Upon seeing the tear in the painting, I shed a 

tear. 
·  I had to subject the subject to a series of tests. 
·  How can I intimate this to my most intimate 

friend? 
 

Let's face it - English is a crazy language.  
 

Why do 'say' and 'quay', sound so different? 
 
Or why do 'draft' and 'draught' sound so similar? 
 
There is no egg in eggplant, nor ham in hamburger; 
neither apple nor pine in pineapple. English muffins 
weren't invented in England or French fries in 
France. Sweetmeats are candies while sweetbreads, 
which aren't sweet, are meat.  

 
We take English for granted. But if we explore its 
paradoxes, we find that quicksand can work slowly, 
boxing rings are square and a guinea pig is neither 
from Guinea nor is it a pig. 
 

And why is it that writers write but fingers don't 
fing, grocers don't groce and hammers don't ham?  
If the plural of tooth is teeth, why isn't the plural of 
booth, beeth? Similarly, if one is a goose, and 2 are 
geese. Then one moose - 2 meese? One index - 2 
indices? 
 
Doesn't it seem crazy that you can make amends 
but not one amend? 
 
If you have a bunch of odds and ends and get rid of 
all but one of them, what do you call it? 
 
If teachers taught, why didn't preachers praught?  
 
If a vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a 
humanitarian eat? 
 
Sometimes I think all the English speakers should 
be committed to an asylum for the verbally insane. 
 
In what language do people recite at a play and play 
at a recital? Ship by truck and send cargo by ship?  
 
Park in a driveway and drive on a parkway? Have 
noses that run and feet that smell? 
 
How can a slim chance and a fat chance be the 
same, while a wise man and a wise guy are 
opposites?  
 
You have to marvel at the unique lunacy of a 
language in which your house can burn up as it 
burns down, in which you fill in a form by filling it 
out, and in which an alarm goes off by going on. 
 
English was invented by people, not computers, 
and it reflects the creativity of the human race, 
which, of course, is not a race at all. That is why, 
when the stars are out, they are visible, but when 
the lights are out, 
they are invisible. 
 
PS. - Why doesn't 
"Buick" rhyme 
with "quick"??? 
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Looking for something to do this summer?? 
For more ideas or further details, check out 

www.county.haliburton.on.ca  & http://www.trailsandtours.com/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
June 22:  35th Annual Open House & Strawberry Social at YMCA Wanakita    

West Dining Hall, noon to 6 pm 
 
July:   Dusk Dances, a unique summer event that has brought contemporary and traditional dance to public 

parks across Canada for more then twelve years, will visit to Village of Haliburton for a third summer. 
Performances are presented nightly at 7pm and will feature 5 whimsical dances that unfold in different 
area of Head Lake Park. For dates contact the Information Centre: 705-286-1777 or 800-461-7677  

  
July – August:   9th Season of Highlands Summer Festival 

Three plays this year: The Foreigner, a comedy set in the deep south (July  to 14); Trying, a compelling 
drama written by Canadian Joanna Glass; Death Trap, an edge-of-your-seat thriller. As well, there will 
be concerts featuring classical and contemporary music. To obtain season or individual tickets, call the 
Box Office at 705-457-9933 or email: www.ticketsathighlandssummerfestival.on.ca  

 
July 12:  20th Annual Haliburton Highland Games 

Head Lake Park. Parade at 11:00 am. Official opening 11:30 am.  Adults $10. Children under 12 – free. 
A NEW expanded children's program by Camp Wanakita will feature a new fishing pond for prizes. 
Many other new events for children. For more info, call 877-567-3756 or 
www.haliburtonhighlandgames.com 

 
July 25 - 27:  44th  Haliburton Art & Craft Festival 

A 3 day outdoor show at Head Lake Park. Friday 12 noon to 7:00 pm; Saturday 10 am to 6 pm; Sunday 
10 am to 4 pm. Admission: $2 or $5 for family. 
 

August 2 – 3:  Summer Nights – Wine & Cuisine Festival   
New this year - a two day sampling festival featuring over 50 exhibitors from the wine, food and 
beverage industries. Among many attractions, the festival will feature interactive tasting seminars 
performed by some of Canada's top tasting experts and include a licensed blues and jazz concert on 
Saturday night.   

 
August 7:  Summer Art Auction @ Haliburton School of The Arts 

Delta Pinestone Resort, 7 pm. 
 
August 9-10:  6th Annual Highlands East Arts & Crafts Tour   

With over 20 artists and artisans in their homes/studios and community centres from Irondale to Cardiff 
(Gooderham, Essonville, Wilberforce, Harcourt). Go to www.highlandseastartour.com 

 
August 16-17:  Haliburton County Fair , Minden Fairgrounds  
 
August 23:  11th Annual Kash End of Summer Dash, Wigamog Inn, Haliburton. 10 km race. Register online at 

www.runningroom.com or www.eventsonline.ca  
 
August 30 -     September 1st : (Labour Day Weekend): 137th Annual Kinmount Fair , Kinmount Fairgrounds, Hwy 

503. www.kinmountfair.ca 
 
October - 21st  Haliburton County Studio Tour  

October 4 & 5:      10 am to 6 pm both days 
October 11 & 12 (Thanksgiving Weekend):  10 am to 5 pm both days 
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Out of the Past 
By Lois Kaye Anderson, Cottage #185 

  
 
 
’s  
Nineteen thirty-eight, seventy years ago, was my 
first summer on Koshlong.  I turned nine that 
August. During the previous summer my parents 
had looked for property and bought from Hamilton 
Harrison a parcel of land on Koshlong Lake. 
 
At the beginning of July 1938, my parents´ dream 
was fulfilled by the arrival of the first campers to 
Lagakelo (five weeks Boys´ Camp, two weeks 
Girls´ Camp and one week Adults’ Camp).  For my 
brothers and me it was the beginning of fifteen 
years of total involvement with Camp life. 
 
The name LAGAKELO was a family name -  
L ilian, Alvin, GArth, KE lvin, LO is and it was a 
family business.  Each of us contributed.  Among 
many other things, Garth directed Boys´ Camp, 
Kelvin ran the Stables, I was Dining Room Girl, 
Assistant Cook, Counselor, Canoe Trip Instructor, 
and finally Office Staff.  During our holidays, the 
boys worked with Dad and Grandad building, 
repairing and improving accommodations.  Mom 
and I cleaned windows, painted sashes, cleared out 

winter visitors 
and re-stuffed 
ticks with 
straw and kept 
the kitchen 
running. 
 
In our home in Scarborough, we addressed 
envelopes, folded brochures, licked stamps, listened 
while staff was interviewed and, at times, 
participated in big decisions.  One I particularly 
remember was the decision to increase the weekly 
rate for campers from Eight Dollars a week to Nine 
Dollars a week. 
 
The Camp was sold to the Hamilton YMCA in 
1953 and is now a part of Camp Wanakita.  Kelvin 
and Betty Kaye continued to cottage on the Lake 
until 2006, I still have “The Cove”.  With the 
support of good neighbours and helpful family, Bill 
and I spend a short time every year in the small 
cabin that has changed little from its beginnings 
over fifty years ago. 
 
Lois Kaye Anderson, Cottage #185. 

 
 
 
 A reminder to all – especially for the KLA Canada Day  Fireworks Display that  

ALL  BOATS/WATERCRAFT ON THE WATER MUST HAVE  

PROPER NAVIGATIONAL LIGHTS   
IN OPERATION AFTER DUSK AND BEFORE SUNRISE. 

This includes paddle boats, kayaks, canoes and/or p ersonal watercraft. 
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Are you interested or willing to get involved 
with one of our many lake association 
committees or perhaps even stand for 
nomination to the Board??  If so, we’d love to 
have you join us! Volunteers are ALWAYS 
WELCOME!!!  
Perhaps you have some burning issues you’d 
like addressed or maybe you’ve got some great 
ideas you’d like to see implemented. We’re 
always open to new thoughts and ideas and 
would like to hear from you. 
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Thanks to the ongoing creativity and dedicated efforts of Jon 
Jamieson (one of our very talented KLA members) our website 
continues to grow. You’ll find lots of interesting news and 
pictures as well as current updates on all our “HOT” topics 
@ www.Koshlonglake.ca  
 
Our new layout continues to provide members with timelier 
information and is much more complete. You can also use 
the email links to send messages to any one of the KLA 
Directors (we love getting messages by the way!) or to our 
new General Mailbox @ koshlonglake@gmail.com  
 
Although we are continually updating our site we know that 
you can help us make it even better. Just send us your 
thoughts and/or ideas, via the CONTACT US link.  
Until then……Happy Surfing! 
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KOSHLONG LAKE ASSOCIATION 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 

Saturday, June 23rd, 2005, 10:00 am 
New Dining Hall, Camp Wanakita East 

 
Approximately 30 in attendance 
 

1. Call to Order at 10:00 am by Karen Beaudoin, President/Meeting Chair 
 

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 am by Karen Beaudoin, President/Meeting Chair.  Attendees were reminded 
about the following Koshlong Lake Association activities.   
 

·  July 1st – Fireworks, backup day is the following weekend on July 7th  
·  July 28th – Wanakita Fun Day & Beach Volleyball Tournament from 1:30-4:30pm 
·  Aug 11th – Rock Bass Derby – bring your catch to Umbrella Island @ 5:00pm 

 
Minor changes to the Koshlong Lake newsletter were announced. 
 

·  The Haliburton County Development Corporation meeting scheduled at the Gordon’s 1270 Before Long Lane 
will be held on Saturday June 30th @ 2 pm. 
 

·  9-1-1 should only be used for situations requiring immediate response by emergency services of police, fire, and 
ambulance.  If you wish to contact either the OPP or Dysart / Highlands East Medical/Fire directly for non-
emergency, non-life threatening situations then we have always included those specific numbers for reference 
i.e. if you experience a break-in (after the occurrence), please call the police, not 911 to report the incident. 

 
2. Treasurer’s Report – Barb Allen 

 
Karen Beaudoin presented the Treasurer’s Report on behalf of Barb Allen.  Wavelength revenues were ~$1,000 based on 
advertising sales for the Wavelength.  Thanks are extended to Ann Gordon for managing this initiative.   
 
Budgets are constantly under pressure and a number of points were discussed including the facts that: 

 
·  Social event budget has risen slightly to permit increased funding for the annual July 1st Fireworks Display. 

Other funds are attributed to Fun Day activities. Efforts are continually made to ensure that these activities stay 
within budget; 
 

·  In today’s environment, it is very important that those who accept the responsibility for working with volunteer 
organizations such as the Koshlong Lake Association are covered with appropriate insurance.  Insurance 
coverage policies are reviewed on an ongoing basis to ensure that we are receiving value for money; and, 
 

·  The Fire Box program must be funded appropriately.  The committee responsible for the firebox program is 
developing a strategy for the overall initiative.  This will include a review of current and new proposed 
locations for equipment. Initial indications are that 2 new pumps will need to be purchased and several pumps 
and pump houses will need to be refurbished. 

 
KLA has received a new shipment of T-shirts, fleece jackets, blankets, jacket/blanket combos as well as sweatshirt 
hoodies.  These items come in new colours and designs this year in response to several requests made over the past 
years.  These items will be available at KLA activities or by contacting Karen Harrison at 705 457 4852 or Ann Gordon 
at 705-457-9988. 

 
Moved to accept the report: Nick Mensink   
Seconded:   Bob Hutton  
Motion Carried 
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3. Secretary’s Report – Barb Holland 
 

Ann Gordon presented the Secretary’s Report as published in Wavelength 2007. 
 
Moved to accept the report: Charlie Pickett  
Seconded:   Scott Beaudoin  
Motion Carried 

 
4. Lake Steward’s Report –  

Terry Corbett & Dennis Choptiany 
 

No major changes have occurred on the lake over the past year.  Clarity has reduced somewhat over the past 5 years 
but in general, conditions are quite stable.  As residents or cottagers on the lake it is important for us to be careful 
with the use on contaminants such as fertilizers, dishwashing detergents and marine petroleum products.   
 
There appears to be an increase in the wildlife in and around the lake over the past year.  Halls Island now has a 
beaver colony and it appears that there may be an otter family nesting on the lake as well.  There have been a lot of 
reports of moose, in fact, 2 were seen swimming across the lake in the past month.  The Timber wolves are all 
around, but have largely remained unseen and only heard.   
 

 
5. Camp Wanakita Events & Expansion 

 
Steve Heming gave an update on activities at Camp Wanakita.  The tower for from Candlelight is in.  It is now 
possible for cottagers to access hi-speed Internet services through Candlelight if you wish.  More details available 
http://www.candlelight.ca/ or by calling 1-866-629-6616 
 
The Wanakita Family camp is completely full.  Kids programs are approaching capacity. This coming summer will 
be very active for the Camp.   
 
The Camp has been developing a number of connections with the local community.  They are trying to become 
more involved in Haliburton activities in order to promote the local economy. 
 
Steve Heming also wanted to recognize the efforts of the Ross’s and Fortier’s who have put a lot of effort into 
rejuvenating the store in Donald.  It is an amenity, which will come in handy to all of those living on the lake. 

 
6. Board Business 

 
a. Donation Policy 
 

i. A proposal was put forth to have a $500 donation made to Camp Wanakita to rebuild the treasure 
boxes on the lake 

 
Moved to accept the proposal:  Nick Mensink Seconded:     John Becker   Motion Carried  

 
ii.  A proposal was put forth to have a $200 donation from the KLA be made to voice concerns about the 

building of an asphalt plant in East Highlands south of Bark Lake.  A presentation will be made either 
June 29th or July 1st objecting the approval for the construction of the Royal Paving Asphalt plant.  
More information on this presentation will be presented on the KLA web site. 

 
Moved to accept the proposal:  Peter Carruthers Seconded:   Scott Beaudoin  Motion Carried 

 
b. WRAFT (Purpose & Letters) 
 
WRAFT, over the past year or so, has been very active in promoting the interests of the cottage taxpayer 
throughout the Province of Ontario.  Dennis Choptiany spoke about the need to stay in contact with our 
politicians to ensure that we receive fair treatment with respect to ongoing assessment activities relating 
specifically to values on cottage properties.  
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An article in the Wavelength outlines some of the key issues.  Further information is also available on the 
WRAFT website. Take the time to write to your MPP and MP and indicate that there are alternative solutions 
regarding the taxation of recreational properties, which combine a number of approaches described by the three 
parties in the Province.  Remember, now is the time to influence politicians prior to the upcoming Provincial 
fall elections.   
 
c. Draw for Prizes 
 
A number of membership draws were held for various prizes.  The following attendees were the lucky winners. 
 

·  Karin Harrison – large lamp 
·  Dorothy Pickett – candle lantern 
·  Richard Carruthers - pump 
·  Peter Carruthers - candle lantern 

 
d. Election of Directors for 2006/7 

 
Karen Beaudoin asked if there were any attendees willing to become a member of the Board of Directors.  
Attendees made the following commitments.   

 
·  Marlene Griffin indicated that she would be interested in becoming a member of the Koshlong Lake 

Association (KLA) Board of Directors; and, 
·  Peter Carruthers & Bob Hutton?? – indicated that they would like to assist in any initiatives surround 

planning activities involving Koshlong Lake.    
 

Based on this input, the 2007 KLA Board of Directors will be comprised of the following members: 
 
  1.  Allen, Barb:  1041 Barristers Bay Lane (lot 80, Road C1) 
  2. Beaudoin, Karen:  1038 Wolverine Drive (lot 151, Road D1) 
  3. Choptiany, Dennis: 1065 Turtlerock Lane (lot 259, Road B1) 
  4. Corbett, Terry:  1628 Fallowfield Drive (lot 82, Road B8) 
  5. Harrison, Karin:  1026 Harcob Trail (lot 62, Road B8) 
  6. Holland, Barb  1893 Ripple Rock Drive (lot 183, Road A4) 
  7. Mensink, Nick:  1218 Chicory Drive (lot 20, Road B3) 
  8. Gordon, Ann:  1270 Before Long Lane (lot 23, Road B4) 
  9. Marlene Griffin  lot ?? , Road  ?? 

 
Moved to accept the report:  Scott Beaudoin  

Seconded: Nick Mensink  
Motion Carried 

 
e. Karen reminded members about our new KLA webpage and recognized the much-appreciated efforts of 

member Jon Jamieson in creating and maintaining our website. The site continues to evolve and is very 
functional with links to local activities, “hot topics” and other timely information including a RSS feed to 
the Haliburton Echo. A new section “FORUM” has been added for members where you can share 
information or questions on the lake as well as answer KLA surveys or send emails to the directors on the 
board. 

 
7. Any Other Business 

 
a. Light and Noise Pollution A number of concerns were raised about noise and light pollution.  Although 

there are very few avenues to deal with these issues, common sense and decency are generally the best 
policy on behalf of cottagers and full time residents on the lake. However, there have been a number of 
issues with respect to parties, particularly at Elephant and Divers Rock. Several members on the KLA 
Board of Directors held a joint meeting last fall with the Municipality, OPP and Ministry of Natural 
Resources to try and address issues relating to noise and damage being inflicted on Koshlong Lake 
camping sites.  A number of initiatives are being undertaken including dealing with signage, restrictions 
being placed on parking near the campsites and overall awareness, particularly with OPP and lake 
residents.  Members were urged to contact police so that they can provide the necessary response. Further 
information on this topic may be found in Wavelength 2007. 
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b. Development on the Lands North of Koshlong Lake Road A question was raised about the logging, which 

is occurring North of Koshlong Lake Road.  The property, owned by the Del Zotto family, is currently 
being opened up and represents some 1000 acres, which abuts onto Camp Wanakita property as well as the 
Burnt River. It is not on Koshlong Lake.  Del Zotto representatives have been in contact with Steve 
Heming and Wanakita and have made sure that he is informed of their plans. Although the area is in very 
rough condition as they continue to log the property, it will be cleaned up once the heavy work has been 
completed. 
 

c. Further Development on Koshlong Lake The question of further land development on Koshlong Lake was 
raised.  Bob Hutton (??) indicated that the Ministry has capped development on the lake because of 
population restrictions. There will be no additional development through the sale of new crown lands. 
Private properties may develop i.e. new/bigger cottages, but no incremental development will be allowed. 
MNR was approached within the past 2 years to lift this restriction and they indicated that it would not be 
lifted.  

 
d. A question about KLA participation in plans for community development was raised. Terry Corbett 

indicated that this type of activity would normally be covered with the completion of a Lake Plan and he 
talked about some historical activities in developing a lake plan.   

 
e. Issues about the new business on the lake.  ATV trails.  MNR has looked at the trails and there are no 

problems that they see with the things that have been done.  The point is that the trails are for ATV’s and 
sleds, not 4 wheel road vehicles. 
 

8. Guest Speaker 
 
Karen Beaudoin introduced the guest speaker, David Ness, TSW Water Engineer with Parks Canada who spoke about the 
Trent Severn Waterway and current water control measures.  He spoke about the history of the TSW and some of the key 
issues, which were regularly addressed in the ongoing management of the system.  A summary of the presentation can be 
found on the Koshlong Lake Association website.  (see a summary of the presentation below) This presentation was very 
well received by the membership and provided a great learning opportunity regarding water level control measures for those 
in attendance.  
 
9.  Adjournment  
 
Scott Beaudoin moved to adjourn the meeting.   
Seconded: Steve Hemming.  
Motion Carried.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:30 noon 

Submitted by Ann Gordon on behalf of Barb Holland

 
 
 

The following is a summary recap of the information  presented by: 
 
 

 

Parks Canada 
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Guest Speaker:  David Ness 
TSW Water Engineer 

 
 
 
 
 

General 
 

·  Navigation is a responsibility of the federal 
government as stated in the British North 
America Act 

·  A lot of dams were created to support logging 
and then some switched over to hydro-power 
generation.  

·  Original navigation was for commercial 
purposes; however the majority of usage is 
now for recreation.…/ 
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Considerations of Water Management 
·  Public Health and Safety 
·  Navigation long the Canal Route 
·  Environmentally Friendly Power 

Production 
·  Preserving Wildlife and Fish Habitat 
·  Appropriate Water Levels and Flows 

for Other Users 
 

Major water loss is experienced through 
evaporation on the Kawartha Lakes since they are 
so shallow. This drives, to a large extent, the need 
to regulate water levels.  Need to protect fish 
habitats (i.e. lake trout).  Typically spawning is in 
shallow waters.  The lakes need to be lower to 
maintain these habitats in the fall.  Pickerel often 
spawn in high water areas and when the water 
level drops, the spawning areas fail. Want to time 
the level to the spawning practices of various types 
of fishes. 

 
Competing Interests 

 
In the event of wet conditions: 
 

·  Public Safety can be endangered with 
increased water levels 

·  Resulting high flows can disrupt 
navigation along the waterway 

·  High flows allow fish to spawn in 
elevated areas prone to declines 

·  Unusable spill at many hydro 
generation sites usually results 

 
Need to control the velocity of the water in 
navigation channels and often it is necessary 
to shut down navigation as the water levels are 
adjusted. 
 
OPG is interested in maximizing the return 
during high flow situations – hydro generation 
takes “excess” only. 
 
In the event of dry conditions: 
 

·  Public Health is not initially 
endangered, water quality 

·  Navigation can be threatened as lake 
levels decline 

·  Fish eggs in shallow areas are in 
danger of being left dry 

·  Lake levels in Haliburton drop more 
than normal Hydro generation is 

diminished as water is lost to 
evaporation 

 
Typically, 45% of the water is left in all the 
lakes. We have not experienced a real drought 
in 50 years! 

 
Sample Conflict 
 

·  Spring spawning pickerel run up below 
several dams and lay eggs during high flows 

·  Inflows diminish within the system causing 
lake levels to decline 

·  Flow must be reduced to maintain levels 
·  Eggs are left dry as a result 

 
Haliburton Decision Making Considerations 

 
1. Set winter stoplog settings at most dams 
2. User snow survey results to show whether 

early refilling is necessary 
3. Monitor the spring rise of the lakes and adjust 

the dams accordingly 
4. Aim to have the lakes full or near full at the 

end of spring 
5. Draw water from the lakes according to the 

need for navigation (on an equal percentage 
basis).  A computer model is utilized to aid 
this process 

6. Set the dams to their winter settings in the fall 
 
Use snow samples to measure content of water to 
understand how much water is likely to evolve during 
the spring season. Sometimes the lake will fill too 
quickly and there will be spill over. Will experience up 
to 7.5-foot draw on Koshlong Lake. 
 
Model:  Height of the lake 
  Size of spillway 
Can run scenarios - take 2 logs out, take 3 logs out etc. 

·  1958 was a very bad year 
·  Treat the Haliburton lakes as one body of 

water 
·  ½ billion cubic metres of water in the 

Haliburton lakes reservoir system 
·  We are below the 30 year average this year 
·  This has been a very difficult year for some 

lakes 
·  The build up on the lake was slow but we are 

pretty much up to the full capacity   
·  Reason for this was that there was less snow 

than normal 
·  Could see this happening in February and 

moved to close the dams early 
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Kawartha Decision Making Considerations 
 

·  Anticipate how far to draw down the larger 
lakes 

·  Snow surveys are conducted to better 
anticipate the room required 

·  The lakes must be full prior to spring for 
navigation 

·  Try to maintain minimum flows in the spring 
for the walleye spawn 

·  Lake levels must be maintained using water 
from the reservoirs 

·  In the fall, lower some smaller lakes in 
preparation for winter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Data Collection 
 
Level gauges on the Kawartha Lakes, Haliburton 
Reservoirs and Sever River system 

·  100 Manual Level gauges  - weekly / daily 
readings 

·  40 automatic level gauges - daily readings 
·  12 flow gauges rated level gauges, flow 

meters 
·  2 rainfall accumulation gauges 

 
The Trent Severn Waterway 

·  Considers the interest of all stakeholders 
·  Manages water levels/flows based on the 

given operating conditions 
·  Currently putting studies in motion to 

determine better ways of meeting the needs of 
those impacted by the operation of the canal. 
Further details on this study can be reviewed 
at www.tswpanel.ca. 
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We are very pleased to announce that the KLA will again be hosting our increasingly popular fireworks display 
starting at 9:45 pm  from Umbrella Island. 
 
Since the July 1st HOLIDAY date falls on a Tuesday this year we have decided to hold the Fireworks display 
on Saturday, June 28th with a rain date of Sunday, June 29th in an effort to ensure that as many of our 
members as possible can join in this event.  As usual, there will be some warning shots that we test just before 
the start. Of course, financial donations are always welcome as you renew your lake memberships. 
 
Thank you on behalf of the  
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(For safety reasons, all boaters are asked to stay at least  

100 metres upwind of the display area) 
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A Note to Fellow Cottagers….  

 
With the first long weekend of 2008 now behind us, we wanted to share 
the observations of a fellow cottager who brought this to our attention 
after having been out for a walk along their cottage road over the past long 
weekend ……  
 

  …My daughter and I walked approx. 3 km. along the road and collected a very 
large bag of bottles cans etc. The following day we went out again, about 2km this 
time and were still able to collect more garbage. It is amazing what is just 
discarded along the roadside.  If we all pitch in, it would be great to see nature as 
it should be. I was wondering if possibly, through the newsletter we might be able 
to make more people aware of this and ask if, when they go for a walk along the 
road, they could bring a bag with them and pick up any garbage as they see it… 

 
Unfortunately the amount of roadside 
debris seems to be continually increasing 
with each passing year – likely for a 
variety of reasons. You may recall 
however the article in last years’ 
Wavelength regarding garbage in the 
woods and the suggestions made by the 
author to assist in combating this 
unacceptable trend and the “the actions of 
the acutely selfish”.  If you missed it here are 
several reminders for us all. 
 

1. Check out the ongoing party 
locations around the lake. If a 
situation arises that warrants 
police control, call them. 
Drunken teenagers (or anyone 
else for that matter) around 
water or behind the wheel are a 
danger to not only themselves 
but also to everyone else. 

 

Above: Some of the typical garbage picked up during  a walk in the 
wilderness! (Pop/beer cans and beer/water bottles, fireworks etc….)  

2. Pick up the trash. If you spot litter on a cottage lane and there’s a safe spot to stop for a few seconds, 
pick it up. Take it to the dump along with your own trash. Promise yourself you won’t ignore it. 
You know what they say: If you’re not part of the solution, you’re part of the problem.  

 
3. Include the shoreline in your efforts. I spoke to one cottager who had to clean the shoreline of beer 

bottles and debris before he could fish.  
 

4. Be watchful. One of the items that fell out of the party bags was a good sized file – excellent for 
prying open a cottage door or window. Also included was a receipt from Home Hardware, 
Haliburton, for a ‘duplicate key.’ Did anyone let junior and pals have the cottage any time in July? 

 
Obviously, we’re not alone in the woods. Let’s all pitch in to protect the beauty of Koshlong Lake! 
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NOTE: A poll commissioned by WWF-Canada 
showed that almost half of Canada’s adult 
population participated in WWF’s Earth Hour 
event on March 29th, 2008, creating an 
unprecedented call to action on climate change. 
Across the country 49 per cent of Canadians say 
they participated in Earth Hour with poll results 
indicating that 84 per cent of Canadians say the 
federal government should be doing more to fight 
climate change.

Let’s send our message by 
shutting off the lights on 

August 16th from 10:00-11:00pm!

 
 

BELOW : A reminder as to just how  
deep the snow was this past winter!

December 17 th after  
15 inches of snow! 
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UPDATE FROM THE COALITION FOR EQUITABLE WATER FLOW              
HALIBURTON SECTOR, TSW – APRIL 1st , 2008 (Bonnie Fleischaker, Chair) 
 

 
 
 

 
To date, the CEWF has not received any news as to the study conducted 
by the federal Panel on the Future of the TSW.  Originally, it was to be 
submitted to the Minister of Environment Canada by December 31st, 
2007.  This was delayed until March 31st due to the volume of 
submissions received either in person or in writing from various 
members of the public. 
 

Nevertheless, the CEWF Advisory Committee has been busy over the winter months trying to keep abreast of 
various issues that may affect the water levels in our lakes.  On December 21st, 2007 approval was granted to Royal 
Paving/Beamish Construction to construct an asphalt plant at the Bark Lake site near Contau Lake.  The approval 
was for a period of 5 years.   
 
On March 20th, Canada’s Environment Minister, John Baird announced that an interim license has been granted to 
the Trent Rapids Power Corporation to construct a new eight-megawatt hydroelectric power generating station 
between Locks 22 and 23.  The CEWF believes that this is yet another example of “putting the cart before the 
horse” on the future of the TSW.  I will be writing the Hon. Minister expressing our dismay at the issuance of this 
permit prior to receiving the recommendations of the very Panel he himself appointed to study the future of the 
TSW.  Detailed information is available at www.trentrapidspowercorp.ca  
 
You may have heard about the staking of claims on 4000 acres of land between Gooderham and Tory Hill where 
preliminary test drilling is currently underway. This may lead to the development of an open pit uranium mine.  
Since we have no knowledge of how or if such an operation will affect the lake levels and/or water quality in the 
lakes, the issue is presently outside the mandate of the CEWF.  However, it COULD have very serious 
consequences for many of our member property owners.  We ask that you contact Roger Young at 
roger.young@sympatico.ca if you wish further information.   
 
Several member lake associations have asked if the Coalition would be looking for further funding this year.  At the 
present time, we have no way of knowing whether or not that will be necessary.  One association has suggested that 
our member lake associations create a contingency fund by supplementing the normal membership fee with a 
dedicated amount of $5 to $10 dollars that would be set aside for the CEWF or any other environmental issue that 
may arise.  The CEWF Advisory Committee agrees with that approach and is recommending it to our members. 
 
It is a time of rapid changes in our communities.  Once again, we are seeking to establish our own web site but at 
minimal cost.  If you can provide a contact who would be willing to build and maintain a site for the CEWF year 
around, please contact me at 40285bf@interhop.net 
 

Happy Spring to all, Bonnie Fleischaker, Chair, CEWF 
 
 
NOTE:  On May 11, 2008 Local MP Barry Devolin announced on behalf of Canada’s Environment Minister, John Baird that over $19 million 
in capital improvements would be spent over the next five years for the portion of the Trent Severn Waterway (TSW) that runs through 
Haliburton-Kawartha Lakes-Brock.  The money comes from the $63 million investment announced the previous week in response to the 
report on the future potential of the watercourse. 
   
“It is widely understood that after decades of declining funding and inadequate attention, the infrastructure of the TSW is in need of 
significant capital dollars,” said Devolin.  “As someone who grew up on the Trent Severn Waterway, I know first-hand that major 
investments over many years are needed to upgrade and maintain the sustainability of the watercourse.”  “Our Government is committed the 
future of the Trent-Severn Waterway,” said Minister Baird. “It is thanks to the hard work of your local Member of Parliament Barry Devolin, 
and the members of the expert panel, that we are investing in the future of the TSW,” said Baird.  “We are following through with our 
tangible action to ensure that this historical landmark gets the special care it deserves and continues to be a world class destination for 
recreational boaters and a model of environmental sustainability.” 
Some of the projects include: 

·  $16.2 million to replace the dam at Lock 37 at Bolsover  
·  $350,000 to repair deteriorated concrete at the Kirkfield Lift-Lock  
·  $375,000 to repair the Eels Lake concrete dam in Highlands East  
·  $450,000 to paint the dam gates at Lock 32 in Bobcaygeon  



  

- 36 - 
  

6th Annual Rock Bass Fishing Tournament! 
By Barb Holland 

 

����
����  

Another beautiful warm sunny 
day on Koshlong Lake saw 4 
teams catch a record-breaking 
total 140 lbs of rock bass!   The 
fishing tournament once again 
proved a popular event as many 
fishers, parents and dogs 
gathered on Umbrella Island at 
5 pm on August 11th.  
 
Well done – congrats to all. 
 

Team #1: Amanda and Devin 
Murray once again beat their 
record of previous years with a 
record haul of 64 lbs (total 
weight) of fish. All in one day! 
  
Team #2: Tim and Jacqueline 
Cannon hooked 53 lbs 13 oz 
(total weight).  
 
Team #3:  Jessica and Justin 
Smith, Kaitie Colley-Scheuer, 
Alex and Jonathan Pickett and 
Matthew Fleck snagged 103 lbs 
9 oz (total weight).  
 
Team #4:  Jeff and Rebecca 
Maxwell caught 5 lbs (total 
weight). 
  
1st, 2nd and 3rd place fish 
trophies were presented along 
with $20 gift certificates 
(another record amount!) 
donated by Outdoors Plus 
(corner of York and Maple) in 
Haliburton. 

  
Once again, Bark Bay cottager 
Bob Bowman weighed all the 

fish; I recorded and divided the 
weight of each team's haul by the 
number in the team (to be fair to 
all). The photo paparazzi consisted 
of Donna Palmer (sister-in-law), 
Pam Santoro (cousin) and Mike 
Palmer (hubby) who captured the 
event digitally for posterity.  

 
Thank you to all the participants, 
the patient parents who hooked 
worms all day long, Bob Bowman 
and the photographers. Due to high 
demand, the Diary Bar sold out of 
worms. They have been given the 
date of next year’s event in order to 
stock lots for our busy fishers. 

 
See you next year – same place, 
same time for the Great Weigh-In!  
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We'll begin with a box, and the plural is boxes, 
But the plural of ox becomes oxen, not oxes. 
One fowl is a goose, but two are called geese, 

Yet the plural of moose should never be meese. 
You may find a lone mouse or a nest full of mice, 

Yet the plural of house is houses, not hice. 
If the plural of man is always called men, 

Why shouldn't the plural of pan be called pen? 
If I speak of my foot and show you my feet, 

And I give you a boot, would a pair be called beet? 
If one is a tooth and a whole set are teeth, 

Why shouldn't the plural of booth be called beeth? 
Then one may be that, and three would be those, 

Yet hat in the plural would never be hose, 
And the plural of cat is cats, not cose. 

We speak of a brother and also of brethren, 
But though we say mother, we never say methren. 
Then the masculine pronouns are he, his and him, 

But imagine the feminine: she, shis and shim! 
Let's face it - English is a crazy language. 

There is no egg in eggplant nor ham in hamburger; 
Neither apple nor pine in pineapple. 

English muffins weren't invented in England. 
We take English for granted, but if we explore its 

paradoxes, we find that quicksand can work slowly, 
boxing rings are square, and a guinea pig is neither from 

Guinea nor is it a pig. 
And why is it that writers write but fingers don't fing, 

grocers don't groce and hammers don't ham? 
Doesn't it seem crazy that you can make amends  

but not one amend. 
If you have a bunch of odds and ends and get rid of all 

but one of them, what do you call it? 
If teachers taught, why didn't preachers praught? 

If a vegetarian eats vegetables,  
what does a humanitarian eat? 

Sometimes I think all the folks who grew up speaking 
English should be committed to an asylum for the 

verbally insane. 
In what other language do people recite at a play and play 

at a recital? 
We ship by truck but send cargo by ship. 

We have noses that run and feet that smell. 
We park in a driveway and drive in a parkway. 

And how can a slim chance and a fat chance be the same, 
while a wise man and a wise guy are opposites? 

You have to marvel at the unique lunacy of a language 
in which your house can burn up as it burns down, 

in which you fill in a form by filling it out, 
and in which an alarm goes off by going on. 

 
And, in closing, if Father is Pop,  
how come Mother's not Mop? 
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Remembering….  
By Barb Allan 

Cottage Dreams Cancer Recovery Initiative is a registered charity that 
offers recent cancer survivors the opportunity to spend a week at a 
private, donated cottage to reconnect and rejuvenate with family and 
friends after successfully completing treatment. For over a century, 
Canadian families have been finding peace, tranquility and inspiration 
in cottage country. Cottage Dreams was created with this in mind.
Started in 2002 by Seana O'Neill and husband Travis Valentine of 
Wilberforce, you can get involved by offering your cottage for a 
minimum of one week. To participate in the program, your cottage 
must be within a 45 minute drive of a hospital, accessible by road, 
have indoor plumbing and a telephone. Cottage Dreams provides 
increased insurance coverage during the donated week, a property 
manager to ensure that all is left as it was found, and a tax receipt.  

For more information, contact Seana O'Neill at Cottage Dream, Box 
420, Wilberforce, ON K0L 3C0, 705-448-9190, or e-mail 

cottagedreams@sympatico.ca or check out www.cottagedreams.org

The Koshlong community lost two very special, long time 
cottagers this past winter.  In November, Linda Neufeld, a 
former director of the Koshlong Lake Association, passed 
away after a courageous battle with cancer.  Her mother 
Lorna Hughes passed away shortly afterwards in 
December. Linda and Lorna cared passionately for 
Koshlong Lake; they were a very important part of mine 
and many other’s cottage lives and will be deeply missed.  
 
Norman and Lorna Hughes had bought their cottage in 
Barristers Bay in 1958, when Linda, the youngest of their 
seven children, was only three. I met the Hughes family in 
1962, when my parents, Doug and Joan Cole bought the 
cottage next door. The Hughes family could not have been 
better neighbours, and with them we shared wonderful 
summers. Neither one of us had a phone, road or indoor 
plumbing, but we had seemingly endless days to enjoy the 

beauty and 
simplicity of 
Koshlong Lake.  
My sisters and I 
spent many 
hours with 
Linda catching 
frogs and 

tadpoles, 
swimming to 
our rafts, 
rowing, playing 
cards and board 
games and 
using our 

imaginations.  
Linda was 
always the 

brave one, picking up 
snakes and any other 
creatures she could 
catch. Mrs. Hughes 
would often make up 
scavenger hunts for us 
all to go on, and 
always had cookies 
and Freshie (not Kool-
Aid!) ready after our 
afternoon swims. Mr. Hughes, who passed away in 2002, 
was an avid fishermen and spent many hours in his 
rowboat enjoying the quiet and catching some fish. So 
many of my fondest memories come from the delightful 
days we shared with our neighbours on Koshlong.  
As we grew older, our respective families grew but 
maintained our connectedness. The Hughes’ built a second 
cottage to accommodate for their large and growing 
family, and Linda and her husband David Neufeld bought 
their own cottage across the lake between Crown Point and 
Blueberry Point. They had three amazing children, 
Stephanie, Mark and Carolyn, who have spent all their 
summers on Koshlong as well. My heart warms seeing 
Linda’s and my children spend their Koshlong days in the 
same way we once did and reaffirms that Koshlong is a 
magical place at every age.  
 
Linda and I always talked about growing old together at 
the cottage, and it saddens me that this will not happen. 
Her spirit, however, will always be with me when I am at 
the lake. David and the kids will carry on with the 
Koshlong traditions and the Hughes’ passion for the place, 
and I look forward to the years ahead with them. Knowing 
and interacting with the Hughes has been a privilege, and I 
feel fortunate that we were (and still are) neighbours. 

(Photo Above: 
KLA Fun Day 2002 Song Contest Winners - Linda 

Neufeld (left) and Barb Allan (right) with their daughters 
Carolyn and Laura)   
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Fire-Box Program Update 
  

Over the course of the summer of 2007, the KLA conducted a survey of its’ 
current firebox locations (8) along with the contents of these boxes in order 
to ensure that all equipment and instructions were in place and in good 
condition.  Over the summer, all pump houses were given a fresh coat of 
paint, updated KLA numbering added and the contents of each house were 
brought back up to standard.  One of our old pumps which were in need of 
major repairs was replaced last summer and a new unit was brought in on a 
trial basis.  In addition, a new pump was added and a new pump house was 
built and erected along Before Long Lane with plans to purchase yet another 
pump and to build 2 more pump houses for 2008.  One of those pump houses  
has since been placed at Wanakita (West), where it was found during our 
2007 survey that while pump equipment had previously been stored on-site, it was not in a properly designated pump 
house. The other new pump house has been placed along Harcob Trail. 
 
As part of the KLA Fire-Box Program we are in the process of developing a long range plan for both the location and 
maintenance of all fire box equipment.  As part of this plan we have determined that ALL pumps and 
associated equipment must be made available in a consistent manner around the lake and therefore all 
equipment must be stored in a numbered & recognizable pump house provided by the KLA. The reason 
for this is quite simple in that anyone in need of such equipment can then easily locate it on the lake. When 
such equipment is stored in unmarked buildings or under decks/sheds etc. as there has been in past, there is 
no easy means of quick identification in the event of a fire.   

·  Anyone who currently has fire fighting equipment stored in such a manner that does not 
meet this requirement i.e. not in a KLA Fire Box will be contacted.  Should they not be in 
agreement with placing a KLA Fire Box on their property for the storage of KLA Fire 
Fighting Equipment then all such equipment will be removed and re-located to another 
location on that road or general area. 

·   Likewise, anyone who, either currently or in the future, has a properly designated Fire 
Box located on their property will be responsible for all regular service, maintenance 
and/or off-season storage of such equipment with all reasonable maintenance costs being 
reimbursed by the Koshlong Lake Association.  Should that individual not wish to 
undertake responsibility for the routine service, maintenance and/or storage of the 
equipment, then the specific road association involved is asked to designate an appropriate 
person and to notify the KLA of the changes in responsibility.  

·  Anyone wishing to have a KLA Fire Box re-located on their property is asked to notify the 
KLA and at no time should a KLA Fire Box be removed or re-located without the 
knowledge of the KLA.    

 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER -  Karin Harrison is currently working along with other members of the KLA to develop a 
comprehensive Fire Box Plan for the maintenance and replacement of equipment in order to ensure that fire-stations are located in 
the most suitable locations and equipped appropriately at all times.  If you are a designated Fire-Box Captain or have a KLA Fire-
Box located on your property you are responsible for ensuring that all equipment is up and operational for the summer season. 
Please notify Karin Harrison once your pump and equipment has been tested to ensure that everything is operational and placed 
back in your fire-box ready for the coming season.  
Any problems that are noted with the equipment assigned to your firebox should be reported immediately to Karin Harrison @ 
457-5014 (May-Oct) or by email: harcobtr1026@sympatico.ca  As a designated Fire-Box Captain, please remember that you are 
encouraged to use your pump and equipment throughout the summer season in order to not only test the equipment but also to 
demonstrate & train others as to how to use the equipment in the event of an emergency. If you require any assistance with this, 
please do not hesitate to contact Karin who will arrange for fire-pump demonstrations if requested.  
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DID YOU KNOW? 

 
Potential Problem with Older Boats and Motors 

 
The ethanol in gasoline might be causing a problem with your boat and/or motor. Ethanol 
tends to dissolve certain resins in the fibreglass gas tanks that were manufactured before 
1990. Those resins can damage your motor.  Similarly, ethanol can attack gaskets and 

hoses in older motors. 
 

Check our KLA web site @ koshlonglake.ca to learn more 
about this problem, and make sure to ask your marine 

operator about the vulnerability of your boat and motor.   
  
  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Several years ago, the Haliburton area initiated the 9-1-1 
system at which time a 9-1-1 Emergency Number Blade was 
placed on your property. In order to avoid any confusion, the 
entrance to your property from the road should only have your 
911 number displayed. If you still have your KLA Lot Number, 
please remove it from the roadside area and place it on your 
dock rather than the road. 
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I used to eat a lot of natural foods until…. 
I learned that most people die of natural causes.  

 
Gardening Rule: When weeding, the best way to make 

sure you are removing a weed and not a valuable plant is 
to pull on it. If it comes out of the ground easily, it is a 

valuable plant  
 

The easiest way to find something lost around the house 
is to buy a replacement.  

 
Never take life seriously.  

Nobody gets out alive anyway.  
 

There are two kinds of pedestrians:  
the quick and the dead.  

 
Life is sexually transmitted.  

 
Some people are like “Slinkies”. Not really good for 

anything, but you still can't help but smile when you see 
'em tumble down the stairs.  

 
Health nuts are going to feel stupid someday,  

lying in hospitals dying of nothing.  
 

Whenever I feel blue, I start breathing again.  
 

In the 60's, people took acid to make the world weird.  
Now the world is weird and people take Prozac  

to make it normal.  
 

How is it that one careless match can start a forest fire, 
but it takes a whole box to start a campfire?  

 
Who was the first person to look at a cow and say,  

"I think I'll squeeze these dangly things here,  
and drink whatever comes out?  

 
If Jimmy cracks corn and no one cares,  

why is there a song about him?  
 

If electricity comes from electrons -  
does morality come from morons?  

 
Do illiterate people get the full effect of Alphabet Soup?  

 
Did you ever notice that when you blow in a dog's face, 

he doesn't like it, but when you take him on a car ride, he 
sticks his head out the window?  

 
Why doesn't glue stick to the inside of the bottle? 
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Please note that the use of fireworks for personal 
display on our lake remains the 
responsibility of the individual property owner. 
The Koshlong Lake Association assumes no 
responsibility what-so-ever for such personal use 
of fireworks. 
 
All residents &/or visitors who wish to light such 
personal fireworks displays (Victoria Day, July 
1st etc) are reminded that they are required to 
adhere to all applicable local Municipal By-laws 
at all times and that normal safety precautions 
should be exercised in the use of these items.   
 
We respectfully ask that anyone wishing to set off 
fireworks handle them in a responsible manner 
and that they respect their lake neighbours at all 
times. 
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Super News, HIGH SPEED 
INTERNET has arrived in March 
(2007) for Bark Bay, it’s wonderful 
to be connected to the world.  
 
July 15th, a BIG Birthday (70) with 
all of the family here to celebrate. 
 
The week of July 16th, Stephen, 
Jordan & Adam, our grandsons, 
work with me to rebuild, repaint & 
renumber Fire Box #6, it looks 
GREAT,  if do say so myself.  
 
The summer of 2007 was delightful, 
a mixture of all sorts of wonderful 
weather and beautiful scenery.  
 
Sept. 5th - 23rd, we were off to a 
wedding in Vale Colorado and a 
visit with our western children in 
Seattle WA. A great trip. 
 
Sept. 25th, our last swim, the lake 
temperature is 65F. 
 
Oct 14th, our last boat ride, the fall 
colours are spectacular.  
 
Oct 22nd – 27th, the Moose hunt. But 
on the 28th on our way to church, we 
see two bulls on our road, decked 
out in all of their antler finery. 
Congratulation guys, you made it 
though another year. 
 
Oct. 31st, Halloween - unfortunately 
we don’t get many visitors. The 
flower beds have been put to sleep 
for the winter and the leaves are 
now all on the ground, another 
season at the lake has begun. 
 

Nov. 1st, Mr.  & Mrs. “LOON” have 
departed south but their “JR “is still 
busy fishing in the Bay. 
 
Nov. 20th, Jim Burke & I cut 
unwanted trees for the neighbours. 
 
Nov. 21st, more than three inches of 
snow, the first of the season, 9 days 
earlier than last year. (It should be 
noted as of April 21st still some 
snow on the ground.) 
 
Dec. 1st, “The Bay” is white; the 
lake is now covered with ice. 
 
The holiday season is upon us, that 
special time of year. The snow has 
persisted on and off with more that 
44 inches now on the ground. Our 
home on the lake is beautifully 
decorated; life is right with the 
world. 
 
Dec. 23rd, the weather warms and it 
rains, & rains and then it’s white 
again for Christmas. 
 
New Year’s festivities with our 
good friends the Wilson’s in 
Telephone Bay - a wonderful way to 
start the New Year. 
 
February arrives with “Gusto”, high 
winds, lots more snow.  
 
Feb. 22nd,, a cold day, record (39 
days). It does get above freezing for 
about two hours, and then back to 
below freezing. 
 
MARCH, what can we say, SNOW 
+ ICE, SNOW + ICE, & more 
SNOW + ICE. Not just sure just 

how many times but the snow 
blower is getting a real workout this 
winter - almost 27 hours on the 
clock so far. 
 
April 3rd, the oil truck is stuck in 
Starzynski’s driveway, but there is a 
glimpse of gravel on the road, could 
SPRING be far away----? 
 
April 7th, Mr. & Mrs Robin have 
returned. At this point we are not 
sure they will find the dirt to dig for 
worms.  
 
April 10th-11th, the Haliburton 
Music Festival takes place with 
almost 300 entrants. It was 
wonderful. 
 
It’s been a most spectacular week, 
the snow has almost gone, the 
mosquitoes have reappeared, 
Sunday evening, April 20th the ICE 
has leaves Bark Bay (one day earlier 
than last year) and the loons are 
calling. Life is good! 
 
April 26-27 & 28th Flowers are 
blooming, lawns are raked, roads 
are graded, docks are in and we 
have had our first paddle boat ride 
but—there is a snow storm this 
morning with white stuff on the 
ground this morning?????? 
 

We look forward to  
seeing you back at the lake. 
Evelyn & Graham Beeby  

Bark Bay 
 

 
 

 
 
 

2007-2008 Bark Bay Chronicles 
By Graham and Evelyn Beeby  
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Water safety is an important issue to all cottagers on Koshlong - we all enjoy being out on the lake and sitting 
peacefully by the lake.  If you have any concerns or questions regarding the operation of water vehicles (motorized 
boats, personal water craft, sail boats) or water sports (tubing, water skiing, wake boarding) please contact the 
Canadian Coast Guard (contact info below).  Water safety is the sole responsibility of the Coast Guard. The OPP, 
MRN, Ministry of the Environment and local politicians have no jurisdiction on establishing water rules and 
regulations.��
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Al Robertson 
Inspector, Navigable Water Protection 

Canadian Coast Guard 
CP 100 

401 King St. West 
Prescott   K0E 1T0 

 

Phone:  613-925-2865, ext 155 (for Al Robertson) 
Fax: 613-925-5540 

or contact 
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Important Information Regarding Boating Regulations 
 

Remember that on September 15th, 2009, everyone must be certified by having passed the 
Boat Safety Course and must carry the Pleasure Craft Operator Card when driving a boat 
or Personal Water Craft (PWC). That’s only a little more that one year away. Due to supply 
and demand, it is not unlikely that the cost of writing the test will increase between now and then. 
So be safe and write the test at your earliest convenience. There’s a lot more information on the 
web site WWW.BOATINGSAFETY.GC.CA 
 
The following chart shows the age/power restrictions for boat operators: 
 
 

Age of Operator $
/���&��������
��   
Less than 12 and not directly supervised No more than 10 HP 

Between 12 and 15, not directly supervised No more than 40 HP 
Less than 16 Cannot operate a PWC 
16 or older No power restrictions 

 
Directly Supervised means accompanied in the boat by certified person older than 15. 
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Water Safety Matters! 
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