
Haliburton County Broadband Update



County of Haliburton Broadband 
Update
Broadband Communication

·What is it:

·The term broadband refers to a telecommunications 
signal of greater bandwidth

·The wider (or broader) the bandwidth of a channel, the 
greater the information-carrying capacity. 

·Broadband Internet access is a high data rate Internet 
accessɂtypically contrasted with dial -up access using a 
56k modem.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bandwidth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bandwidth_(signal_processing)
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·Broadband Applications in:

· Education,   Health Care,   Commerce

·Government services,   Security of Property and Life

·World wide communication

·Broadband Infrastructure:

· Direct fibre connection to the user

·Wireless communication via towers

· Satellite communication
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·The County of Haliburton like many other 
governments at the municipal, provincial, national 
and international levels recognize the importance of 
improving communication networks in rural areas.  

·Similar to when the phone system was established in 
early 1900s.
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·Improving communication systems in rural Ontario 

has many challenges:

·Low population density

·Small customer base

·Topographical challenges

·Difficult business case for private sector to upgrade 
infrastructure without public funding
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County Actions
·Haliburton Connect

·Public/Private Partnership undertaken without Federal/Provincial 
funding

· Parties included W3 Connex, Fleming College, Trillium 
Lakelands District School Board and County

· Project provided high speed fibre/wireless connection to facilities 
owned by the College, School Board and County

· Fibre connectivity was provided to the 2 hospitals

· Work on $3.4 million project was completed in late 2006

· County share was $581,000
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· In 2008, the Province of Ontario through the Ministry of Agriculture, 

Food and Rural Affairs announced a Rural Connections Broadband 
Programme

·Funding for approved project was 1/3 Provincial, 1/3 Municipal and 1/3 
Private Sector 

·County applied and received $37,600 in funding for the $113,900 project

·County selected Bell Aliant after going through a RFP Process

·Small project, but resulted in expansion of DSL network in the County 
to 1,080 connections in the municipalities of Dysart et al (West 
Guilford area Haliburton Lake area and County Road 21), Algonquin 
Highlands (Ox Narrows area)
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·In 2009, County applied under another of the Rural 

Connections Broadband Programme

·Received a $1 million grant from the Province

·Same funding parameters

·Continued the partnership with Bell Aliant

·By end of project in 2010, 45 km of new fibre and 16 new 
POP boxes allowed 4,800 customers to be connected to 
DSL service



County of Haliburton Broadband 
Update
Coverage Area Included:
·Carnarvon and Highway 35 corridor south toward Minden
·Halls Lake
·Moore Lake
·Bat and South Lake area
·Ingoldsby
·Drag Lake area
·Fort Irwin
·Kennisis Lake/Percy Lake area
·Harcourt Park area
·Tamarac Lake area
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·In addition to expanded DSL coverage, funding under 

the Programme allowed the County to establish 
temporary community hotspots for the public to 
access high speed communications
·CAP sites 

·Public Library Branches

·County Administration Office

·West Guilford Community Centre and Oxtongue Lake 
Community Centre

·Minden Hills Arena

·Dysart Arena 
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·While these Projects resulted in a significant 

improvement in DSL coverage in the County, there 
were limitations:

·Improvements had to be built on to existing 
infrastructure

·Data/speed capacity

·As service availability was limited to a 5 km radius 
around upgraded switch boxes, gaps still existed in areas 
that had upgraded service
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In 2009, the Eastern Ontario Regional Broadband 

Network was announced

·0ÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ %ÁÓÔÅÒÎ /ÎÔÁÒÉÏ 7ÁÒÄÅÎÓȭ #ÁÕÃÕÓ

·Goal is to provide high speed, high data capacity 
coverage to 95% of the residences and businesses in 
Eastern Ontario at urban rates
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·The project will be of direct benefit to the estimated 

288,000 citizens still without broadband services but 
will also provide benefits to all of the 1,092,530 
residents of Eastern Ontario through higher 
bandwidth capacities and new innovative applications.

·Project will be a combination of fibre, wireless and 
satellite connection   
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·The Project with the support of senior governments 

and the private sector will see the construction of a 
regional broadband Gigabit Ethernet network that will 
grow over the next fourteen years.

·.ÏÔ ÕÎÌÉËÅ ȰÏÖÅÒ-ÓÉÚÉÎÇȱ Á ×ÁÔÅÒ ÏÒ Á ÓÅ×ÅÒ ÍÁÉÎ ÔÏ 
allow for growth beyond current needs this network 
will have a regional backbone that will provide 10 
mbps of capacity to users.  Current installations are 
providing for only 1.5 mbps with some improvement to 
3-5 mbps.
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·In 2009, the Government of Canada and the Province 

of Ontario announced they will each contribute $55 
million towards this project

·The EOWC members will contribute $10 million

·It is estimated that with the Private Sector 
contribution of assets, the project will have a value 
totalling nearly $250 million when completed
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·Project Status as of July 1, 2010

·Contribution Agreements with the Province of Ontario are 
being finalized

·Negotiations are nearly complete on the Satellite and the 
Fibre/Wireless Backhaul component

·Expect to start construction this fall with satellite deployment 
and construction of backhaul/ transport ring

·Request for Proposals for the last mile construction to each 
connection will be issued later this fall

·Project is scheduled to be complete and fully operational by 
2013
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·Stay tuned for further developments

·Further information can be obtained at:

·http://www.haliburtoncounty.ca/


